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In the specillcatioiK the paragraphs [0017] and [0018] have been amended to correct minor iiditorial 
problems. The new paragraph [0008.1] and the amended paragraph [0047] introduce the p.reiened 
embodiment anticipated in paragraphs [0020], [0047] and illustrated in f'lG.L In the amende< pai-agraphs 
[0044] and [0046] the omitted word accwnulawd (anticipated in the paragraph [0018]) has oceii added. 
The paragraphs from [0049] lo [0067] (consisting oi"a list of references) have been removed an s ibm tted in a 
separate piiper. 

Claim I has been withdrawn due lo the rejection by the examiner due to the lack of antecedert liasis for a 
series otMimitations and the declaration of a non-statutory subject rnattcr. 

Claim 2 has been added to hmit the disclosure to a practical application within the technolog C£<! iirts (the 
integrated circuit placement problem) anticipated in paragraphs [0020] and [0047]. 

Claim 3 has been added. Antecedent basis of the limitations in this claim are provided in he !XHailcd 
Description of the Invention, 

The amendments above are directed to save the examiner's claim rejection under 351110$ ! 12 and 



With respect to the examiner's claim i-ejection under 35USCS102 the applicant considers thai the method 
disclosed was not anticipated by Masui: 

-71ie examiner remarks: "According to Masut, the process of combinatorial optimizarion requires 
steps of scheduling simulated annealing (coL 6, lines 46-66, col. 7, line 26 to coL 8,linc 59; wit^i initial 
temperature, and dynamically adjusting the annealing process to optimize converge: it schedule 
accordingly to probabilities of acceptance due to entropy variation (col 1 1, lines 22-39, coU3 2 I) \ 

- According to the expressed in the Background of the Invention and accor ling to the 
teclmo logical art. Simulated Annealing is a method to solve combinatorial optimization ptoblcms. To 
solve such problems with Simulated Annealing, a large number of Simulated Annealing Scheou es have 
been proposed. The Simulated Annealing Schedules used by Masui (Geman and Geman, Fas' Annealing, 
etc.) are well known and referred in our Background of the Invention. In addition, according ti » Cc lumn 8, 
line 56-58 of the Masui's document ''the Temperature parameter T(t) is basically lowered in assi^jciation 
with an increase in the iteration count*'. The Simulated Annealing schedule we propose does lot :iepends 
on the iteration count and is different lo all Simulated Annealing Schedules previously propos :d. 
On the other hand, the references of Masui to Entropy have not relationship with our disc'osure since 
Masui add an entropy lenn to the objective function ('^adding to the objective function the er tropy term'* 
Claims 7, 8, 9 ,20) but not using it in the Simulated Annealing Schedule. 
Respectfully submitted, • / 



35USC$101. 



Juan Francisco dc Vicente < 
(email: juan.vicente@ciemat.es) / 
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